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offensive war (on the Continent of America) " will be the means
of weakening the efforts of this country against her European
enemies/' February 27, 1782. This was followed on March 4 by an
address on the same basis: and by a Resolution declaring that any
Ministers who should advise or attempt to frustrate it should be
considered " as enemies to His Majesty and to this country/'
I ought perhaps to add that I have never stated and I do not
conceive, that a change in the public opinion of the country is
the ground on which the Cabinet have founded the change in
their advice concerning the Soudan.
1222                 Queen Victoria to Mr. Gladstone
[Telegram]                                     DARMSTADT. ApL 30. 1885.
With respect to your Draft Despatch of April 25, could not
both Govts. agree to keep to their own opinion about Penjdeh,
and the Russians and Afghans to move further away from each
other, so that the Boundary Commission may at once proceed
with their work ? This would not lower the dignity of either
nation.
1223   (Copy) Mr. Gladstone to Queen Victoria
May 2. 1885.
Mr. Gladstone * . . reports that the Cabinet met at a very
short notice to consider the answer of Russia to the recent
dispatches of Lord Granville,1 which had arrived early in the
afternoon.
Mr. Gladstone understands that Lord Granville will have the
honour of seeing Your Majesty tomorrow and of submitting the
terms of the answer which the Cabinet advise should be sent to
Russia.
Mr. Gladstone therefore will only say that the Cabinet regard
the Russian proposal as sufficient and satisfactory, and are
prepared to recommend the immediate resumption of proceedings
with a view to the delimitation of the frontier.
Mr. Gladstone would in vain seek to find words adequate to
express the joy and thankfulness with which he dispatches this
communication to Your Majesty on Your Majesty's return home.
1 Foreign Secretary.